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handiwork still exist.

When the first markers were installed in 1935,
the commissioners and Fletcher could  have
hardly expected the amount of good publicity it
generated for the department. Their homespun
charm, appearance and “authentic cowboy
lingo” more than made up for sometimes weak
research and what would now be considered
racist language.  They were praised in national
magazines as excellent examples of “regional lit-
erature.” They even earned the approval of Ber-
nard DeVoto, historian and author of the semi-
nal study of the fur trade and noted curmudg-
eon,   “Montana does its roads history exhaustively
and well.  It marks all the important sites – neatly, in
excellent taste . . . .  And its markers use good prose,
lightly written, of a humor and realism that exclude
the ancestor-worship of the organized descendants of
The Pioneers.”

The markers also drew praise from famous
World War II journalist Ernie Pyle who wrote;
“I wish every state historical society in America
would send a delegation to Montana.  And if they
then practice what they learned  I’ll bet that twenty
years from now we Americans would know a lot
more about American history.  Montana makes
its history a thing of joy , instead of a stodgy ser-
mon.”

In his 1937 promotional booklet Headin’ for
the Hills, Fletcher boastfully described his
markers as�“. . . the best idea I’ve seen in
any state.  The story they tell is pepped up
a little for people who are human and don’t
take themselves . . . too seriously.” ��.�����/�
�������������%������������������������������	���
��������������	���0	�����'����������
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department and a variety of interested groups and individuals despite the pace of completion.

Further evidence of open communication is the on-going discussions between District 3 officials, Hill County offi-
cials and concerned citizens regarding a project south of Havre. This example is mirrored across the state in all five
districts.

The Planning Outreach and Support Unit staff is available, willing and eager to take a more active role when re-
quested. The initial success of the districts’ work indicates the concepts in the handbook are working.

If you’re interested in a transportation project in your area contact your MDT District Administrator�
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It’s been about eighteen months since the department’s Public Involvement Handbook was finalized, approved and
distributed to MDT’s divisions and districts for implementation.  This basic process for designing and conducting
public involvement from the early stages is beginning to have an impact.

We are seeing and hearing great results!

The handbook emphasizes the need for the districts to take the lead in the public involvement arena.  District and
area office employees have the most direct line of communication and understanding of issues concerning their
constituents.

District Administrators and their staffs are taking a very active role in meeting with individuals and groups in
formal and informal settings.  They are equipped to conduct and record some of the more formal meetings with
indirect support from the Planning Outreach and Support Unit of the Planning Division.

The projects along US Highway 93 in District One are evidence of improving communications between the
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The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) recently ap-
proved a Local Rail Freight Assistance (LRFA) project
grant of $689,738 for a project on the Whitetail Line in
northeast Montana.  The funds will be used for tie instal-
lation, anchoring, crossing improvements, installation of
ballast and track surfacing on a 21.1 mile (33.9 km) seg-
ment of track between Dooley and Outlook in Sheridan
and Daniels Counties.

The segment of rail line is located between Whitetail and
Westby and is part of the Whitetail Line leased to Dakota,
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Missouri Valley and Western (DMVW) Railroad by the
Canadian Pacific (CP) Railway.  Virtually all business from
the shippers on this line is outbound wheat and barley.

Work on the project will begin in the near future and be
completed this fall, depending on weather conditions and
the availability of contractors. DMVW will pay for 30%
of the total project costs.

For more information, contact Tom Steyaert at (406) 444-
7646 or tsteyaert@state.mt.us.
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     America Buckles
Up Children

Montana is actively participating in an effort to in-
crease the safety of children when riding in motor
vehicles.  Nationally a campaign to increase the

use of seat belt and air bag protections, called Operation
ABC, began Memorial day weekend 1999 and will extend
through Thanksgiving weekend. More than 6,000 state and
local law enforcement agencies pledged to write tickets for
those drivers who have children improperly or not buckled
up in their vehicle. This action was supported by 43 of the
Nation’s Governors, including Governor Racicot. Every state
has a law that children under 4 years of age be properly
secured in a vehicle. The national campaign pledged  “NO
excuses, NO exceptions.”

According to data from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration and others, car crashes were the leading
cause of death for children younger than 15 years of age.
More than 2,000 children were killed and some 320,000 in-
jured in traffic crashes in America during 1997.  Six out of
ten children killed in these crashes were riding unrestrained.

Through national and local public information efforts, driv-
ers were alerted to the stepped up enforcement, and to the
need to buckle up children and put them in the back seat
where it is safer during a crash.   Several sheriff and police
departments signed up for the national campaign on their
own.  MDT’s Traffic Safety Bureau issued contracts to six of
the larger law enforcement agencies to focus on occupant
protection enforcement.  The bureau continues to train local
peace officers, firemen, medical, and other public and pri-
vate sector participants in the proper use and fit of child
safety seats.

Research shows that when adults buckle up, their children
buckle up as well, and continue to use seat belts as adults.
When adults don’t buckle up, children probably do not learn
to use this simple act to protect themselves.  Montana’s seat
belt use varies from lows of 40% in rural areas and small
communities to over 80% on the Interstate.  The state’s over-
all rate for all roadways is at 73% use.  Child safety seat use,
however, is estimated at 85% but many of these seats likely
are improperly secured or inappropriate for the child size
and weight.

Contact Al Goke (444-7301) or agoke@state.mt.us for more
information on the national, state and local enforcement pro-
grams.  For concerns about your own child’s safety seat and
appropriate fittings, contact Priscilla Sinclair (444-7417) or
psinclair@state.mt.us about attending one of the child safety
seat clinics conducted around the state.
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